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Town of Hoopsville

40 Trey Street

Hoopsville, ME  04333

207.333.1234

NOTICE OF DECISION

Tax Abatement Application for Reasons of Hardship or Poverty

(36 M.R.S.A. § 841)




, 2019
[Applicant]

[Address]

Hoopsville, ME  04333

Re:  Poverty Abatement – Tax Map __, Lot __; Case # 2019-___
Dear [Applicant]:


At a meeting held on 

 , 2019, the Hoopsville Board of Selectmen met to consider your application for a poverty tax abatement of the 20___ taxes assessed on property that you own on 


 [road/street], shown as Tax Map __, Lot __ on the Town’s tax maps.  After reviewing the information that you provided, the Board of Selectmen made the following findings and conclusions:

Findings:  

[IDENTIFY ANY INFORMATION THAT WAS MISSING FROM THE APPLICATION FORM OR ANY REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION THAT WAS MISSING]


[Applicant] is the owner of ___ acre(s) of land and the building located thereon assessed as Tax Map __, Lot ___.  This property is [Applicant’s] primary residence.  It is subject to a $_____ mortgage held by [name of mortgagee].  [Applicant] is employed as a [job title] at [employer] ___  hours/week and earns $ ____ per week.  He/she owns a [type of car] which he/she [does] [does not] need to get to his/her job.  He/she owns other items of personal property of significant value, specifically ________ .  The federal poverty level for a household of ____ is $______.  His/her annualized expenses, including mortgage obligation but excluding property taxes, for the tax year in question as shown on his/her application were $_____ but at least $______ of those expenses were for regularly purchased commodities or services which the municipal officers do not consider as basic necessities that rank more important in priority than the applicant’s property taxes:  namely, [cable television payments of $____per year]; [telephone expenses of $____ per year over basic rates, where there is no medical or work-related need for long-distance telephone communication]; and ____________ [specify any non-essential commodities shown on application].


Therefore, [Applicant’s] basic need expenditures excluding property taxes for the tax year in question were $_____, or $ ____ [more][less] than his/her disposable annual income of $______.  In the interim period between the close of the tax year in question and the date of this application, Mr/s. _________’s income and expense situation [has] [has not] changed.  The applicant’s 20____ tax bill is $____.  [A tax lien certificate has just been recorded against his/her property and will foreclose in 18 months (in ______of 20____) if it remains unpaid.]

Conclusions:  On an annual basis, Mr/s. __________’s income [exceeds] [does not exceed] his/her expenses for basic needs by $____ .  His/her home [is] [is not] modest and he/she owns [just enough] [more than enough] land to satisfy the town’s minimum lot size.  He/she owns [no] [some] items of personal property that could be easily converted to cash [other than] [in addition to] the car that he/she [does] [does not] need for transportation to work.  [He/she is not in imminent danger of losing his/her property because the tax lien is not due to foreclose for 18 months.]

Decision:  The Board of Selectmen [grants] [denies] the poverty tax abatement request in the amount of $ ___ because the applicant [has] [has not] shown that [he/she] is unable to contribute to the public charges.

Appeal:  If you are dissatisfied with this decision, you have a right to appeal it to the [Hoopsville Board of Assessment Review/ County Commissioners] within 60 days of receiving this decision.  A copy of the [Hoopsville Board of Assessment Review/ County Commissioners] application form is available at _________________________ during regular business hours.  If you fail to appeal the Board of Selectmen’s decision, the decision is final.


Please call the General Assistance Administrator at the Town Offices at (207) 333-1234 if you have any questions.







Sincerely,







Chairperson







Hoopsville Board of Selectmen

